20010220.ba v03_n108.bam.20010220 


>From ???@??? Tue Feb 20 06:48:53 2001 -0600 

Date: Tue, 20 Feb 2001 06:46:30 CST 

From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 3108 

Message-Id: <20010220135558 .8A253357D@devel43.theporch. com> 


BOATANCHORS Digest 3108 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) FS: Very rare SP-600 accessory 

by "Terry O'Laughlin" <terryo@wort-fm.terracom.net> 
2) AVO tale 

by Morris Odell <MorrisO@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
3) RE: AVO tale 

by Meir Ben-Dror <mbendror@optonline.net> 
4) WTB: National XCU27 calibrator 

by JONWEINER@aol.com 
5) RE: Wrinkles 

by "ROBERT W. DOWNS" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve.com> 
6) RE: RAK Dimensions 

by "ROBERT W. DOWNS" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve.com> 
7) RE: BC-342 horror stories wanted 

by "ROBERT W. DOWNS" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve.com> 
8) Tr: AVO tale 

by =?1Ss0-8859-1?Q?Andr=E9_Guibert?= <aguibert@sympatico.ca> 
9) Re: RAK Dimensions 

by Ed Zeranski <ezeran@concentric.net> 
10) Re: BC-342 horror stories wanted 

by PLT1032@aol.com 
11) National FB7A receiver 

by Roy Nollkamper <k7jaq@yahoo.com> 
12) Re: BC-342 horror stories wanted 

by Ed Zeranski <ezeran@concentric.net> 
13) BC-342 non-horror story 

by Ralph Parker <rparker@dccnet.com> 
14) FW: Bradley detector. 

by "Brian.Goldsmith" <brian.goldsmith@echo1.com.au> 
15) BC-342: It ain't pretty 

by Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
16) WTB: clock for HQ-180-A 

by "Mike Warren W5MAZ" <w5maz@uswest.net> 
17) "squeal stoppers" ? 

by "Mike Warren W5MAZ" <w5maz@uswest.net> 
18) Re: "squeal stoppers" ? 


by "Mike B. Feher" <n4fs@monmouth. com> 
19) RE: BC-342 horror stories wanted 
by Meir Ben-Dror <mbendror@optonline.net> 


Message-Id: <3.0.3.32.20010219183622 .006bd360@wort - £m. terracom.net> 
Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 18:36:22 -0600 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "Terry O'Laughlin" <terryo@wort-fm.terracom.net> 

Subject: FS: Very rare SP-600 accessory 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


I don't know the seller, but I know what he's selling and he doesn't. 


A CEI DRO-50 Nixie digital display that was designed specifically for the 
Hammurlund SP-600 is on sale in eBay. The 1968 CEI catalog lists the 
retail price as $2500. This is a very rare item. (Imagine what $2500 
bought you in 1968!) 


CEI was known as Watkins Johnson until it was swallowed by British 
Aerospace Electronics last year. 


Military Frequency Radio Ham CEI Watkins 
Item #1214839758 


Message-ID: 
<07A064EA6042D4118A62009027F70E770517B7@nt_exchange.vifp.monash.edu.au> 
From: Morris Odell <MorrisO@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: AVO tale 
Date: Tue, 20 Feb 2001 12:14:37 +1100 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso0-8859-1" 


Anchorites, 


I've just had a couple of weeks off and I thought I'd tell the tale of a 
boatanchor I played with over the holidays. 


I have generally been of the opinion that valve (tube) testers are of 
limited use compared to testing the device in it's intended socket and so I 
never really had much use for a proper valve tester. For years I had an old 


Aussie made emission/shorts tester that I used mainly to autopsy duds to see 
why they were what they were. 


However, I recently had the opportunity to pick up a more complex tester and 
as many of you will sympathise, couldn't resist the chance to keep it out of 
the hands of some audiophoole. 


The tester is an AVO mark III "Valve Characteristic Meter" dating from the 
late 1950s. This is the next-to-top model of these odd looking testers - it 
has curved handles that make it look like you could roll it along the 
benchtop. For a photo see 

http: //www.duncanamps.com/technical/avotesters.html 


This is a shorts/leakage/emission/gm tester and is relatively complex. Pin 
connections are set up on a numerically coded thumbwheel switch arrangement 
and I am hoping to get a copy of the extremely comprehensive AVO valve 
manual which has tables of the settings. They are easy to work out however 
from data in other manuals. It allows setting up of plate screen and grid 
voltages and tests the tube using AC half waves. Rectifiers are tested go/no 
go at rated current. You can insert load resistors to test thyratrons. There 
is a mathematical derivation given in the book of the various scaling 
factors that are used to get the meter to read directly in gm and the 
internal circuits are consequently full of very odd valued 1% resistors to 
set up the measuring conditions. One nice feature is heater cathode leakage 
that is measured with the heater hot and read directly in Megohms. There is 
a spectacular overcurrent protection relay which buzzes loudly and lights up 
a red lamp behind the meter scale is something is drastically wrong. 


Internally its a lovely concoction of multi-tapped transformers and coloured 
cable looms. There are 2 valves - both 6AL5 rectifiers. 


It was nice and clean when I got it with minimal wear on the sockets. The 
meter however read low in the initial mains check position and this was due 
to a combination of drifted resistors and what appeared to be a fall in 
sensitivity of the meter. I know this is an unusual fault but several 
measurements confirmed it. I am told there is a magnetic shunt in the meter 
which may have moved but I have not opened it up to check. It was easier to 
merely tweak the external shunt resistor to make it read properly. I also 
added protection diodes across the rather sensitive 33 uA movement. 


When I first tried to test a valve, I found I could not get any plate 
current to flow. I spent quite a bit of time poking around the intact plate 
circuit until the penny dropped that the grid bias control was faulty and 
was applying a high negative voltage to the grid! This was due to a burnt 
out pot so obviously the protection relay hadn't done its stuff at some 
point. By some miracle, 10K 2W wirewound pots are still available from the 
local parts emporium! Being British, AVO uses a rather inconvenient knob 
which needs a hole drilled in the shaft at just the right spot so 


replacement was a bit complex. 


Once these faults were fixed it behaved very nicely. It's nice to be able to 
measure gm but I don't think I'll be putting my entire valve collection 
through it unless I need some occupational therapy in my dotage. 


It's a nice addition to the boatanchorage here, looks great, and will be 
used about as often as its predecessor :-) 


73 de Morris VK3DOC 


Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 20:19:24 -0500 

From: Meir Ben-Dror <mbendror@optonline.net> 

Subject: RE: AVO tale 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Message-id: <0Q08e01c09adb$28e49c00$0291a8cO@ntwks1.ws190ps. com> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT 


Someone gave me a mint AVO MkIII after he saved it from the dumpster at a 
local radio station which went all solid-state, about 10 years ago. 

It was love at first sight... I use it all the time although I have the 
military TV-7 and its older brother the I-177 tube testers, but my weapon of 
choice against doubtful tubes is the AVO. 


73, Meir WF2U 


sods Original Message----- 


From: owner-boatanchors@theporch.com [mailto:owner-boatanchors@theporch.com] 
On Behalf Of Morris Odell 
Sent: Monday, February 19, 2001 8:15 PM 


To: Old Tube Radios 
Subject: AVO tale 


Anchorites, 


I've just had a couple of weeks off and I thought I'd tell the tale of a 
boatanchor I played with over the holidays. 


I have generally been of the opinion that valve (tube) testers are of 
limited use compared to testing the device in it's intended socket and so I 
never really had much use for a proper valve tester. For years I had an old 
Aussie made emission/shorts tester that I used mainly to autopsy duds to see 
why they were what they were. 


However, I recently had the opportunity to pick up a more complex tester and 
as many of you will sympathise, couldn't resist the chance to keep it out of 
the hands of some audiophoole. 


The tester is an AVO mark III "Valve Characteristic Meter" dating from the 
late 1950s. This is the next-to-top model of these odd looking testers - it 
has curved handles that make it look like you could roll it along the 
benchtop. For a photo see 

http: //www.duncanamps.com/technical/avotesters.html 


This is a shorts/leakage/emission/gm tester and is relatively complex. Pin 
connections are set up on a numerically coded thumbwheel switch arrangement 
and I am hoping to get a copy of the extremely comprehensive AVO valve 
manual which has tables of the settings. They are easy to work out however 
from data in other manuals. It allows setting up of plate screen and grid 
voltages and tests the tube using AC half waves. Rectifiers are tested go/no 
go at rated current. You can insert load resistors to test thyratrons. There 
is a mathematical derivation given in the book of the various scaling 
factors that are used to get the meter to read directly in gm and the 
internal circuits are consequently full of very odd valued 1% resistors to 
set up the measuring conditions. One nice feature is heater cathode leakage 
that is measured with the heater hot and read directly in Megohms. There is 
a spectacular overcurrent protection relay which buzzes loudly and lights up 
a red lamp behind the meter scale is something is drastically wrong. 


Internally its a lovely concoction of multi-tapped transformers and coloured 
cable looms. There are 2 valves - both 6AL5 rectifiers. 


It was nice and clean when I got it with minimal wear on the sockets. The 
meter however read low in the initial mains check position and this was due 
to a combination of drifted resistors and what appeared to be a fall in 
sensitivity of the meter. I know this is an unusual fault but several 
measurements confirmed it. I am told there is a magnetic shunt in the meter 
which may have moved but I have not opened it up to check. It was easier to 
merely tweak the external shunt resistor to make it read properly. I also 
added protection diodes across the rather sensitive 33 uA movement. 


When I first tried to test a valve, I found I could not get any plate 
current to flow. I spent quite a bit of time poking around the intact plate 
circuit until the penny dropped that the grid bias control was faulty and 
was applying a high negative voltage to the grid! This was due to a burnt 
out pot so obviously the protection relay hadn't done its stuff at some 
point. By some miracle, 10K 2W wirewound pots are still available from the 
local parts emporium! Being British, AVO uses a rather inconvenient knob 
which needs a hole drilled in the shaft at just the right spot so 
replacement was a bit complex. 


Once these faults were fixed it behaved very nicely. It's nice to be able to 
measure gm but I don't think I'll be putting my entire valve collection 
through it unless I need some occupational therapy in my dotage. 


It's a nice addition to the boatanchorage here, looks great, and will be 
used about as often as its predecessor :-) 


73 de Morris VK3DOC 


From: JONWEINER@aol.com 

Message-ID: <b7.b9b££35.27c321e4@aol.com> 
Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 20:27:00 EST 

Subject: WTB: National XCU27 calibrator 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Looking for a National XCU27 calibrator for the NCX-3 and NCX-5. Either to 
buy or trade for other calibrators I have. 


Jon 


Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 21:26:43 -0500 
From: "ROBERT W. DOWNS" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve. com> 
Subject: RE: Wrinkles 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-ID: <200102192126 MC2-C622-D927@compuserve. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Disposition: inline 


> True, but the Army Air Force wisely dropped all 
paint on the ARC-5 and all of the VHF radios except the SCR-522. After 
all, bullet holes are much worse for the surface texture anyway!< 


No, only the VHF AN/ARC-5 components were unpainted. The LF/MF/HF units,= 
and all mounts and control boxes were black wrinkle finished. It was the= 
SCR-274N that in later production were all unpainted. From units that I'= 


ve 
seen, most if not all AN/ARC-5's were originally bought by the Navy, not 


the Army. Thus fostering the myth that the AN/ARC-5 was a Navy only set. 


BTW, has anyone ever seen a BC-456-C or -D? I've never come across 
anything but A's, B's and E's. And all of the E's that I've seen have be 
en 

unpainted. 


SCR-300 (BC-1000) sets with smooth finish are probably postwar or NATO 
overhauls. All of the SCR-619 stuff that I've seen was smooth finish. B= 
ut 

I've always thought that the first bullet holes in SCR-619 components wer= 
e 

made by the North Koreans. 


Robert Downs 
<RWDowns_WA5CAB@compusetrve. com> 
Houston 


Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 21:26:42 -0500 
From: "ROBERT W. DOWNS" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve.com> 
Subject: RE: RAK Dimensions 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-ID: <200102192126 MC2-C622-D926@compuserve. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Disposition: inline 


Message text written by Old Tube Radios 

>What are the physical dimensions of a RAK receiver? I bought one and ne= 
ed 

to ensure it gets a suitable container to survive the parcel smashers. 
Anyone have a recommendation for a manual? 

< 


Uncrated dimensions are 13-5/16 High x 18 long x 16-3/4 wide, according t= 
O 

NAVSHIPS 900,480 (RAK/RAL-7) (which I just stumbled across after it had 
been MIA for over a year). Weight of the RAK-7 is given as 74 pounds. = 


This differs slightly from what Al reported (didn't read his note until 
after I had originally written this). I suspect that the table in the 


manual has reversed what we would normally today call the width and depth= 


(dimension from front to back). Anyway, the original crated dimensions 


were 21 x 28 x 25 @ 150 pounds. If they put it into that size box, it 


would most likely survive. :-) 


What model are you getting? Besides the above, I also have NAVSHIPS 9523= 


1 


on the RAK-6 and an Instruction Book (RCA 38261) on the RAK-7. Nothing 


earlier. 


73, 

Robert Downs 
<RWDowns_WA5CAB@compusetrve. com> 
Houston 


Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 21:26:45 -0500 
From: "ROBERT W. DOWNS" <RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve. com> 
Subject: RE: BC-342 horror stories wanted 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-ID: <200102192127_MC2-C622-D928@compuserve. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Disposition: inline 


Arden, 


I guess that I belong to the “if it ain't broke, don't fix it" generation= 


but I've said this before here. I've either check out or salvaged 
components from maybe 30 BC-342's (or 312's, 314's or 344's) over the las= 


t 


15 or 20 years. I've found some bad capacitors of course, with the 
electrolytics being more prevalent. But in all that time, I only 
encountered one receiver were all of the capacitors were bad. Frankly, I= 


usually start by seeing whether the receiver works or not. 


nt 


But if you wa= 


to start by checking all of the capacitors, remove the leads from two or 
three of the easier to get to ones, and attempt to re-form them. If you 
were going to arbitrarily replace all of them, you'd have to unsolder all= 


of the leads anyway, so the incremental labor is the same. 


Odds are that= 


most will come back up just fine. There are no Black Beauties here! For= 


any that fail, find someone with some parts sets and get replacements. O= 


i 


open up the cans and rebuild them. A BC-342 with a bunch of orange drop 


or 


disc ceramics in it may be a usable radio, but is no longer worth having 


as 


a military set. Like putting a 302 in a GPW. 


>I then glowered at all of those soldered shut hermetic capacitor modules= 


It's enough to drive one bunkers to think of all the work that the sight 


of 


those caps implies. What I need is some psychological bolstering. 


1d 


I wou= 


like to know other's experiences with the BC-342, 348 variety of receiver= 


Assuming all the cap modules are rotten, how does one cope with 
difficulties replacing or restoring these modules? 


love (I have no experience with loving labor)? 


d. 
< 


Robert Downs 
<RWDowns_WA5CAB@compuserve.com> 
Houston 


Message-ID: <001401c09ae8$d2373ee0$77b0e2d1@b1yhpg64> 
From: =?iso-8859-1?Q?Andr=E9_Guibert?= <aguibert@sympatico.ca> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Subject: Tr: AVO tale 

Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 21:56:31 -0500 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso0-8859-1" 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


> Bonsoir Morris 


> Also have an Avo Type 3 valve tester with the Avo blue 


valve 
> data book. 


Is it just a labor of= 


My crying towel is at han= 


> That blue book is a treasure in itself as I can find data 
> for 99% the valves in my Acres of 

> Boatanchors. 

> Jerry Prock found a few discrepencies in valve set up, I 
> spoiled two X66 with 

> the book set up. 

> I collect WW2 WS as used by the Canadian Armed Forces, 

> Army-Navy-R.C.A.F. 

> Quite a few are British made, along with Canadian ones and 
a 

> few Americans. 

> About 115 pieces. 

> No American tube testers would be able to test ARP3- X66- 
> VR99-etc. 

> Andre 

> PS Looking for an R.A.F. R -1082 receiver. 

> 

> 


Message-Id: <4.2.0.58.20010219192611.009cc4£0@pop3.concentric.net> 
Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 19:45:39 -0800 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Ed Zeranski <ezeran@concentric.net> 

Subject: Re: RAK Dimensions 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed 


At 08:19 AM 2/19/01 -Q600, Don Reaves wrote: 

>What are the physical dimensions of a RAK receiver? I bought one and need 
>to ensure it gets a suitable container to survive the parcel smashers. 
>Anyone have a recommendation for a manual? 

> 

> 

>Don Reaves W50R Little Rock AR 

>EM34, CCA, QCWA, AMI, ARRL LM 

>dr@cei.net R-390 list manager 

Just an approx for boxing: 

14 high 

16 deep 

18 wide 

weight around 70-75 lbs for just the radio. 


I have 5 RAKs and a couple mating RALS which have been dragged, shipped or 
carried all the way home. Here is what was done. Pull the tubes, wrap them, 
then put the box in the RX. If you can't get two boxes big enough for 
double boxing get a heavy wall box that will allow at least 3 in of hand 
rolled/crushed newspaper and or bubble wrap. Pack tight with no slack then 


wrap three wraps per plane with nylon reenforced tape. Last March I had the 
chance to hit the East coast Timonium Hamfest and lucked upon a very neat 
RBA and RBB pair. BA guy Paul Bernhardt stored the radios for me until I 
could get back East from San Diego and wrap the sets as above. The RBA/RBB 
with power supplies got here just fine as had like weighted RAL/RAK. I 
guess the idea is to provide padding while limiting the movement due to 
sudden stops. Also..I usually tape extra padding on meter faces and try to 
jam as much Bub-L-Wrap into the set as I can. 


From: PLT1032@aol.com 

Message-ID: <91.71d72a7.27c34513@aol.com> 
Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 22:57:07 EST 

Subject: Re: BC-342 horror stories wanted 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi, 

I had the most unpleasant experience of totally rewiring and recapping a 
BC-342 and since this experience, nothing that I have encountered since has 
tried my patience as much. These receivers were definitely designed by 
committee and unlike the much more friendly BC-348's, they appear to be more 
of a hurried answer to the needs of the time. I am amazed that these 
receivers were able to be produced! There's so much interlocking and 
overlapping mechanical design and obvious patchwork involved, I am truly 
amazed that these sets made it to the production floor. They do work, however. 


Bob Lindgren 


Message-ID: <20010220042110 .20227 .qmail@web1306.mail.yahoo.com> 
Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 20:21:10 -0800 (PST) 

From: Roy Nollkamper <k7jaq@yahoo.com> 

Subject: National FB7A receiver 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 


Thanks to all who responded with information on the 
FB7A receiver. Your personal experience is invaluable 
and helped me a lot. I'm in the process of 
"creating" 2.8v and the rest of the supply. I'11l keep 
you updated on the progress. 


Thanks again, Roy, K7JAQ 


Do You Yahoo!? 
Get personalized email addresses from Yahoo! Mail - only $35 
a year! http://personal.mail.yahoo.com/ 


Message-Id: <4.2.0.58.20010219200037 .009cObO00@pop3.concentric.net> 
Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 20:24:35 -0800 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Ed Zeranski <ezeran@concentric.net> 

Subject: Re: BC-342 horror stories wanted 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed 


At 01:28 PM 2/19/01 -0800, Arden Allen wrote: 

>Heavy Metalists; 

> 

>It finally arrived on my bench last night, the dreaded BC-342D, S/N 1064, 
>made by RCA, Order No. 1263-NY-41. 


>. What I need is some psychological bolstering. 


Joe Buchner just got back from Jacumba, not a pistol shot from the 
Mexican border. He said there was a Korean War transceiver down in the 
local VFW thrift store that had tubes so I might be interested. Geeze! 
Korean War tranceiver ? What could it be? Finish the beer, tip the 
waitress, then drive over to see what was up. Well no transceiver, they 
thought so ‘cause of the send receive switch...a BC-342. It has the LS-3 
speaker too and is clean as a whistle not counting explainable dust. I have 
a soft heart for the VFW so paid the damn $35. : A). 


The bathtub caps are usually OK, have had few failures. Resistors 
tend to drift high though. This RX has not been fired up but bet it is OK 
with all the original tubes too. They are tough receivers bred for a tough life. 


Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.20010219212316.00811890@pop3.dccnet.com> 
Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 21:23:16 -0800 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Ralph Parker <rparker@dccnet.com> 

Subject: BC-342 non-horror story 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


I bought one of a pair of BC-342s at Livermore 2 years ago (I took the 
cheaper one). Took it home, cleaned it up, plugged it in (short version of 
the story). 

Worked FB. Sorry. 


Message-ID: <61BE4D293E55D411A7D2005004BC1CFBO6BODC@ECHO1SERVER> 
From: "Brian.Goldsmith" <brian.goldsmith@echo1.com.au> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: FW: Bradley detector. 
Date: Tue, 20 Feb 2001 16:19:38 +1100 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="windows-1252" 


Came across this in reference to tubed FM detectors.Seems to be some 
kind of locked oscillator.Does anyone have any further info. or 
references? 

Thanks,Brian Goldsmith. 


Date: Mon, 19 Feb 2001 21:53:40 -0800 

From: Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net> 

Subject: BC-342: It ain't pretty 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-id: <0G9100G14KA07C@mta5.snfic21.pbi.net> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Groannnnnn..... 


With a growing pile of metal works in my shop I'm getting the BC-342 apart. 
And what I'm finding ain't pretty. The three, three cap sealed units 
along the RF strip are oil impregnated but they don't contain as much oil 
as they once did. The sticky gue is spread around pretty well in the 
chassis. 

That's the good part. The bad part is the oscillator unit. R46 is cracked 
and reading 8600 ohms instead of the required 7500. All three resistors 
will have to be replaced. The oscilator tube plate bypass cap had been 
replaced which does not bode well the rest of the caps in general. Coil 
L20's ceramic form is badly broken at the mounting end. There is a chip 


missing from L19's form and it is loose on its mounting. Something got 
dropped on the oscillator unit when it was open once upon a blunder. There 
is fair amount of hairy looking stuff inside the compartment, testimony to 
it having been left open for a long time. An amateurish attempt was made 
to repair L20, there are no pieces of ceramic in the chassis. There are 
turns sprung loose from the coil and you know what that does for dial 
calibration and stability. Does anyone have a junker with a good L20 in 
it? If not I have a job remaking and calibrating that coil. How I'm going 
to get it stable, as those coils are originally tension wound, I believe, 
is going to be a problem in search of a solution. Cold 807 funding is 
available. 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA gumbear@pacbell.net 


Date: Tue, 20 Feb 2001 06:17:45 -0600 
Message-ID: <Q0be01c09b37$220da500$3990e23£@4h8ha> 
From: "Mike Warren W5MAZ" <w5maz@uswest.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: WTB: clock for HQ-180-A 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Looking for a clock for a "mint" HQ-180-A for a friend. 
Thanks/73, 


Mike Warren - W5MAZ 


Date: Tue, 20 Feb 2001 06:22:53 -0600 
Message-ID: <00c601c09b37$d994£b60$3990e23£@4h8ha> 
From: "Mike Warren W5MAZ" <w5maz@uswest.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: "squeal stoppers" ? 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Gang, 
My 75A1 is "squealing" and I want it to stop! 


I recall a thread awhile back about "squeal stoppers". Were they screen 
resistors? What value? 


This 75A1 has a high-pitched hiss/squeal that goes away with a moderately 
strong AM signal. It will also sometimes break into oscillation 
(low-pitched "rumble") when tuning across the band and then settle down when 
I tune in good AM station. 


Any ideas? 
Mike Warren - W5MAZ 


Date: Tue, 20 Feb 2001 07:34:20 -0500 

From: "Mike B. Feher" <n4f£s@monmouth. com> 
Subject: Re: "squeal stoppers" ? 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-id: <004e01c09b39$738c7580$20c5be18@n4fs> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT 


Mike - 


Years ago when I was interested in 75A1s I had several of them and they all 
seemed to have an oscillation problem. In those it simply turned out to be 
bad connections on the finger stock over the RF coil assembly on the bottom. 
Try removing it, and cleaning both the fingers and the chassis so they make 
a good electrical contact. In my case that cured the problem every time. 

73 - Mike 


Mike B. Feher, N4FS 
89 Arnold Blvd. 
Howell NJ, 07731 
(732) 901-9193 


fen e3 Original Message ----- 

From: "Mike Warren W5MAZ" <w5maz@uswest.net> 

To: "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2001 7:22 AM 
Subject: "squeal stoppers" ? 


> Gang, 

> 

> My 75A1 is "squealing" and I want it to stop! 
> 


> I recall a thread awhile back about "squeal stoppers". Were they screen 
> resistors? What value? 

> 

> This 75A1 has a high-pitched hiss/squeal that goes away with a moderately 
> strong AM signal. It will also sometimes break into oscillation 

> (low-pitched "rumble") when tuning across the band and then settle down 
when 

> I tune in good AM station. 


Any ideas? 


> 
> 
> Mike Warren - W5MAZ 
> 
> 


Date: Tue, 20 Feb 2001 07:45:29 -0500 

From: Meir Ben-Dror <mbendror@optonline.net> 

Subject: RE: BC-342 horror stories wanted 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Message-id: <009301c09b3b$0165abf£0$0291a8cO@ntwks1.ws190ps. com> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT 


About 6 years ago I. bought a BC-312 at a local hamfest. The main problem 
was that some idiot spray painted the whole receiver - front panel and 
cabinet - with silver paint. He was at least nice enough to mask the 
nomenclature around the knobs. The only reason I didn't leave it there in 
disgust, was that I paid $20 for it and I figured it'll be an organ donor 
for other BC-312 projects. 

The horror story is that the receiver worked after replacing one cap, so I 
didn't have the heart to terminate life support to harvest its organs. 
But what to do about the paint? 

To this day the poor BC-312 is hiding in my storage room because of its 
disfigurement.... 


73, Meir WF2U 


assis Original Message----- 


From: owner-boatanchors@theporch.com [mailto:owner-boatanchors@theporch.com] 
On Behalf Of Arden Allen 
Sent: Monday, February 19, 2001 4:28 PM 


To: Old Tube Radios 
Subject: BC-342 horror stories wanted 


Heavy Metalists; 


It finally arrived on my bench last night, the dreaded BC-342D, S/N 1064, 


made by RCA, 


Order No. 1263-NY-41. It hefts like solid lead, it's a good 


thing my bench is built to take it. Externally it only has some slight 


corrosion on 


the lower right hand corner. However, if it doesn't fall on 


and kill me it is going to be a real haul to get this one into primo shape. 
Off came the cover and out went the spider webs via Electolux Airlines. I 
then glowered at all of those soldered shut hermetic capacitor modules. 

It's enough to drive one bunkers to think of all the work that the sight of 
those caps implies. What I need is some psychological bolstering. I would 


like to know 
Assuming all 
difficulties 
love (I have 


Arden Allen 


other's experiences with the BC-342, 348 variety of receiver. 
the cap modules are rotten, how does one cope with 

replacing or restoring these modules? Is it just a labor of 
no experience with loving labor)? My crying towel is at hand. 


KB6NAX Vallejo, CA gumbear@pacbell.net 


PS; All horror stories will be saved and amalgamated into a Hollywood epic. 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 3108 
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